CONGRESSMAN

While this man of moderation and compro-
mise lived far removed from national politics,
practising the law, chopping his wood, milking
his cow and caring for his raw-boned horse, tell-
ing his droll stories with almost relentless per-
sistence,  a great attempt at compromise was
being undertaken at Washington. The problem
of the Territories newly acquired from Mexico
had still to be solved. The Wilmot Proviso, pro-
hibiting slavery in any of these Territories, had
been rejected by the Senate in the Twenty-ninth
Congress and it had not been passed in the
Thirtieth Congress of which Lincoln was a mem-
ber. But with the close of the war with Mexico
and the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848,
the problem became acute. California, forming
about a third of the country conquered from
Mexico, applied in 1849 to ^e admitted to the
Union as a free state. Gold had been discovered
there in January 1848, just before the treaty of
peace with Mexico had been signed, and thou-
sands of immigrants poured in. It had organised
itself into a state, had adopted a constitution,
and the people had chosen a governor and legis-
lature, which began to work in 1850.

But the proposal to admit California as a free
state aroused such strong opposition from the
South that for a time it looked as if the Union
might be broken in two. It was indeed another
of those times when the United States was half
slave and half free. There were in 1849 fifteen
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